MONTAIGNE  THE  MAYOR

speech. According to the dramatic version of
the Incident given In the essay on Physiognomy,
the leader pulled off his vizor, declared his name,
and restored to the captive all that he had been
deprived of. A letter to Matignon written from
Orleans represents the Leaguers as less generous;
they dismissed him, but retained his money, with
many of his papers and part of his other proper-
ties. It may be that these were afterwards sent
to him and that the dramatist of the Essays does
not depart very widely from the prosaic facts.

About midsummer, 1588, the Essays In their
new form appeared. To this period of Mon-
taigne's residence In Paris we may with proba-
bility refer a dangerous illness spoken of by his
friend Pierre de Brach, the poet and advocate, of
Bordeaux, in a letter addressed after the Essay-
ist's death to the eminent humanist, Justus Lip-
sius. " Being together, some years ago, in Paris/'
he writes, " the physicians despairing of his life,
and he himself hoping only for his end, I saw him
when death looked him closest In the face, repel
far from him its terror by contemning It." De
Brach goes on to describe Montaigne's equa-
nimity, and to refer to his words of philosophic
wisdom; " he had cheated death by his self-pos-
session, and death cheated him by his convales-
cence." He was sufficiently recovered In June and
July to follow the French King in some of the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